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Summer is in full swing and it has been great to get out and about
across the constituency, attending events, visiting organisations,
and meeting constituents.  One such event was the Netherton
Community Centre Family Fun Day hosted by the High
Knightswood and Anniesland Community Council. It was a lovely
day with a whole range of activities for the community to enjoy,
with something for everyone - from face painting and a mini zoo;
to a silent disco and carpet bowls, and so much more besides. It
was a real pleasure to see so many young, and not so young,
people enjoying the day.  Thanks go to all the volunteers who
worked so hard to make the event such a success.

A staple of the school holiday period in Glasgow West is the
Drumchapel United Football Camp, supported by Scottish Gas
and the Scottish FA. The camp allows children to enjoy access to
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News from

Welcome to my July newsletter.  Although Parliament went into recess towards the
end of the month my office continues to be busy over the summer with constituent

enquiries.  In July we opened over 400 new cases, received over 1,300 emails and sent
almost 4,000 emails.  Housing, Home Office, and DWP matters represented a

significant number of individual cases; whilst matters relating to Israel and Palestine,
Assisted Dying, and Oil and Gas drilling in the UK accounted for many of the campaign

and policy enquiries received.  As ever, don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have a
matter you wish to bring to my attention.

free football and a nutritional lunch - supporting families by getting kids active and having fun.

I was delighted to visit the football camp in July, to meet
the young people taking part.  There were some very
impressive footballing skills on display. The Scottish Gas
camp is just one element of the summer activity on offer at
the club, with a packed Summer of Sport programme
taking place. The World Cup may be over but the footie
was very much continuing at Drumchapel United. Well
done to all involved!
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Reminders

We have many fantastic local businesses throughout the
communities of Glasgow West and I was pleased to be able to
visit one of those in July, when I called in to the Go Local store in
Partick to meet Nathalie Fullerton who runs the store.  Opened in
April 2026, the store was the first Go Local in Glasgow.  My visit
coincided with Nathalie’s appointment as the Deputy Vice
President of the Federation of Independent Retailers.  I was
pleased to present Nathalie with a copy of my parliamentary
motion recognising her appointment and all that she has
achieved on behalf of independent retailers, with a track record

As part of the Scottish Affairs Committee’s ongoing inquiry into the future
of Scotland’s high streets, the committee recently took evidence from LINK,
Cash Access UK and the Post Office, which are key organisations involved
in providing additional or replacement access to cash and banking
provision on UK high streets.  Local cash access on our high streets is
extremely important, but in many areas this is disappearing.  The
Committee explored issues relating to access to free-to-use ATMs, the
rollout of banking hubs and Post Office banking services. I took the
opportunity to highlight the situation at Anniesland following the closure 

It was a pleasure to welcome Ricky Booth from Drumchapel to
Parliament in July. Ricky was in London to attend the 2026 Painting and
Decorating Association Awards, at which he was named the
Apprentice of the Year.  This fantastic achievement follows Ricky’s
success at the Scottish Painting and Decorating Association regional
heat. Ricky is an apprentice painter and decorator with Persimmon
Homes West Scotland and a student at Glasgow Clyde College. The
competition offered apprentices from across the UK the opportunity to
test their painting skills against their competitors in a six-hour contest
challenging their accuracy, skill and ability to perform under pressure.

Pubs and clubs are among the businesses that contribute to the strength of
our local communities but have been fighting for survival for too long, with one
pub closing every week in Scotland in 2025.  I welcomed Prime Minister Andy
Burnham’s announcement of a 20% business rate cut for pubs, social clubs
and live music venues, building on the 15% cut which came into force in April.
However, this only applies to England as business rates in Scotland are
devolved to the Scottish Parliament.  Despite the Scottish Government
receiving the equivalent funding from the UK Government, they have not
passed this on to businesses in Scotland.  Together with MP colleagues I have
written to the Scottish Cabinet Secretary for Finance urging her to do the right
thing and pass on this cash to support our local pubs and clubs.

as an ambassador for the Association of Convenience Stores, representing independent retailers on a
national platform, and as a voice for Women in Convenience, helping drive real change for women
across the retail sector. I wish Nathalie every success as she takes on this key leadership role.

Ricky’s achievement reflects his talent, hard work and expertise in this trade and I wish him future
success as he continues to learn and develop his skills.

at the start of this year of the last bank branch. I pointed out that the community is now reliant on two
free-to-use ATMs at the nearby supermarket, which in recent months have experienced a concerning
number of periods when they have been out of service.  I want the organisations responsible for ensuring
access to cash on our high street to review the current criteria for providing banking hubs in local
communities and I will continue to make this case at every opportunity.  In the meantime, the
Government’s Access to Banking Services review is ongoing and I await the outcome of that with interest.

https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/
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Complete my survey at

https://bit.ly/3WsGizT or scan the QR

code to Have Your Say!

This is obviously very disappointing and reinforces the need for a
better way of providing vital bus services, such as through bus
franchising. In the meantime, I hope that the new McGill’s number
24 service may provide another option for constituents travelling to
Braehead and the QEU Hospital via existing public transport
connections.  I will be keeping an eye on the success of this new
service and will continue to make the case for a service that serves
our local communities directly.

If you have a local transport issues that you would like to bring to
my attention use the link opposite to complete my survey.

The new Prime Minister, Andy Burnham, has brought a renewed government
focus on growing the economy and helping families with the cost of living.
There has been some welcome early announcements in relation to this,
including the removal of VAT on electricity bills from the 1  October. Cutting VAT
on electricity bills is expected to take around £45 off the yearly Ofgem price
cap in October. This is on top of the £150 removed from bills at the last Budget. 
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I welcome this change which supports the poorest households, who spend a
higher percentage of their income on energy bills. Putting money back into
people’s pockets and improving vital services should always be a focus of
government and I welcome this renewed approach.

That’s why it was disappointing that at the last session of Scottish Questions

Last year, in response to calls from constituents completing my Local Transport
Survey, I contacted First Bus asking that they consider providing a bus service
across the new Renfrew/Yoker bridge linking communities north of the bridge,
such as Yoker, Knightswood, Blairdardie and Drumchapel, with Braehead. At
that time they ruled this out, stating that “due to the unpredictable closures and
the regulatory framework we operate under, it’s not feasible to run a reliable
service over the bridge.” 

Since then, it has been announced that McGill’s will run an hourly bus service
from 13  July connecting Clydebank Business Park with Braehead and the
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, utilising the Renfrew/Yoker Bridge. I
therefore contacted First Bus again asking that they reconsider their decision,
pointing out that if McGill’s could provide a service surely First could also.
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Parliamentary Update

Unfortunately, another negative response has been received from First, indicating that they don’t even
intend to explore the possibility, or consider how another provider is able to overcome the challenges
that First state prevents them from doing so.

before the parliamentary summer recess a shadow Spokesperson on Home Affairs chose to focus on
questions relating to Scottish independence, and a second independence referendum. I took the
opportunity to point out to the Secretary of State for Scotland that no NHS board in Scotland has met its
target for starting cancer treatment within 62 days since 2012, that Public Health Scotland data shows that
one in seven Scots are on an NHS waiting list, and that the Scottish Government’s own figures show that
home completions fell by 10% in the year to March. I asked the Scottish Secretary if he agreed with me that it
was time for the Scottish Government to focus on delivery, rather than on division? You can watch my
contribution on my website - https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/snp-record-scotland-questions/

https://bit.ly/3WsGizT
https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/snp-record-scotland-questions/


This is just a snapshot of my recent work. Regular updates are shared
via my social media channels -

@PJFerguson18 Patricia Ferguson for Glasgow West

I produce a regular newsletter update and if you would like to receive
this directly into your inbox you can email

patricia.ferguson.mp@parliament.uk 
to be added to the mailing list

The Scottish Affairs Committee, which I chair, has launched an inquiry into
Scotland’s whisky industry.  Scotch whisky is the UK’s largest drink export,
contributing substantial economic value and supporting 41,000 jobs across
Scotland, including right here in Glasgow West at Edrington in Drumchapel.
The inquiry will examine the challenges faced by the industry both
internationally and domestically, from tariffs to energy costs. It comes at a
time when the US has just removed Scotch whisky tariffs - a welcome move.
You can find out more about the Committee’s work on the SAC website.

patriciafergusonmp

I argued that the UK is out of step with many of our European partners. While the Government has now
recognised the State of Palestine, we must also do everything we can to help ensure that a future
Palestinian state is viable and able to function.
 
I also made the case that any trade ban must be comprehensive. Increasingly, the settlement economy
extends far beyond agriculture into tourism, real estate, financial services, construction, transport, digital
platforms and logistics. Restricting only agricultural products would simply encourage businesses to
shift activity into other sectors. Similarly, we know that existing restrictions have too often been
circumvented, with settlement goods being routed through Israel for repackaging and benefiting from
reimbursement schemes that undermine current measures. 

For that reason, I argued that the UK should introduce an outright ban on the import of goods and
services originating from illegal settlements, as well as preventing the advertising and promotion of
such goods. Failing that, Israeli imports should be required to demonstrate that they are not sourced
from illegal settlements before entering the UK market. 

You can read my full speech and the whole debate on the Parliament website 

On 9  July I participated in a debate about banning trade with illegal Israeli
settlements. As this was a backbench debate, no vote on the subject took
place. Having recently visited Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian Territories, the
issue of settlements has been very much on my mind, and I was pleased to be
called to speak during the debate. 
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I reiterated that Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are
illegal under international law. I also condemned the alarming increase in
settler violence, including the shocking use of sexual violence as a means to
intimidate and humiliate Palestinian women and girls living in villages across
the West Bank. 

I was delighted to host Asda’s Tickled Pink Parliamentary Reception
celebrating 30 years of supporting those affected by breast cancer. Thank
you to Asda, Breast Cancer Now & CoppaFeel for their work promoting
awareness, early diagnosis & support. The important message from the
Tickled Pink campaign is .... remember, check your chest! I was also pleased
to support Cancer Research UK’s campaign for faster clinical trials.

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/136/scottish-affairs-committee/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2026-07-09/debates/723FCBB0-C8A3-4D4F-84E0-733A51F1222A/details#contribution-700E935B-A061-473F-BB0A-4B4E207652FA
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