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Welcome to my January newsletter. It has been an incredibly busy month engaging
with and on behalf of constituents. My office has opened almost 800 new enquiries
from local residents - individual issues ranged from concerns about proposed local

parking restrictions, to issues with the civil service pension scheme, and housing
related matters. Campaign and policy concerns included a minimum social media
age, WASPI Women, and the ongoing humanitarian crisis in Gaza. More information
on these & other matters are provided below. | hope you find this update of interest.

Constituency Update

A recurring issue raised with me by constituents throughout last year was
delays with Royal Mail post deliveries. | have raised these issues in
Parliament and also met with Royal Mail management to discuss the
situation. It was explained to me that the organisation has experienced
issues both with staff absence and also recruitment, and | was assured
that action was being taken to improve the situation. Indeed, Royal Mail
attended my Recruitment Fair in Drumchapel last September.
Unfortunately, | have continued to have issues reported to me with
constituents advising of delayed delivery of important letters, including
medical appointments.

I met recently to discuss the issue with Blair McDougall MP, the Government Minister responsible
for postal services. | was pleased that the Minister shared my concerns and gave an assurance
that he will raise the issues with Royal Mail.

| have also raised the issue with the Scottish Government Health Minister, as it is possible for
NHS mail to use a Royal Mail NHS barcode which helps to prioritise mail. | have been assured
that the Scottish Government will work with Health Boards to encourage the use of this system.

I have reported in previous newsletters the concerns that constituents have raised
with me about the use of fireworks in our communities, particularly in relation to the
impact they have on vulnerable people and animals. The issue was debated in
Parliament on the 19" January and | took the opportunity to speak out on behalf
local residents. | support the introduction of silent or much quieter fireworks, and
believe that the sale of fireworks for organised displays only must be explored. If we
do not listen to what people are telling us, we will continue to perpetuate an
environment that detrimentally affects animal welfare and the welfare of vulnerable
groups in our society. You can watch my speech on my website.

Serving the communities of Anniesland, Blairdardie, Broomhill, Claythorn, Dowanhill, Drumchapel,
High Knightswood, Hyndland, Jordanhill, Knightswood,
Old Drumchapel, Partick, Scotstoun, Scotstounhill, Temple, Thornwood, Whiteinch & Yoker



https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/westminster-hall-debate-fireworks/

| was delighted to welcome Advanced Higher Politics students from the
High School of Glasgow to Parliament in January. | arranged for the pupils
' to watch Prime Minister's Questions and they took part in a UK Parliament
Education Centre visit and tour. | enjoyed spending time with the
students, chatting about my work in parliament and in the constituency,
", and answering their questions. Education Centre visits are open to
schools across Glasgow West, with a travel subsidy scheme available to
help with travel costs. More information is available on the Parliament’s
website.

Holocaust Memorial Day fell on the 27" January, marking the
anniversary of the liberation of the former Nazi concentration and
death camp, Auschwitz-Birkenau. Across the UK and internationally,
people came together to commemorate the liberation of the Nazi
concentration camps across Europe and to remember the
Holocaust.

| signed the Holocaust Educational Trust's Book of Commitment,
pledging to mark the day, honouring the six million Jews murdered
during the Holocaust, and all those persecuted by the Nazis.

The theme for this year's commemorations was ‘Bridging
Generations’, and with survivors becoming fewer and frailer, the

o

responsibility falls on us and the next generation to remember and ensure (e
the lessons of the Holocaust are never forgotten.

During January Parliament hosted the ‘In their footsteps’ exhibition,
featuring 220 ceramic shoes to commemorate lives lost in the Holocaust.
Abandoned shoes are iconic symbols of Holocaust commemoration. The
exhibition highlights the impact of the Holocaust, and tells the stories and
preserves the memory of the victims. It was very moving to view the
exhibition and learn about Bill Powell, the inspiration for it, who arrived in
the UK in 1940 as Willhelm Pollak, a Jewish refugee from Vienna. The
exhibition has been taken into schools across the country and it is hoped
to be in Glasgow during 2026.
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The event is open to anyone actively seeking work, whether that's a
first job or a career move.

Many constituents have contacted me supporting a minimum social media age of 16. | recently
signed a letter to the Prime Minister urging action on this important issue, and | am very pleased
that the Government has subsequently launched a consultation on children'’s relationship with
social media. | want to hear from as many constituents as possible on this matter so will be
launching a local survey to ensure you can have your say. | will promote this via social media
and include further details in my February newsletter

& www.patriciafergusonmp.uk
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Following a fatal road traffic accident on Castlebank Street last December constituents contacted me to
raise concerns about road safety at that location. | contacted the Council to make the case for
measures to address these concerns. | am pleased to have received confirmation that three pedestrian
crossings have been fast-tracked for installation before the end of the current financial year. These will
be located at Castlebank Street near Burger King; Dumbarton Road west side on approach to Arnold
Clark; and Dumbarton Road east side crossing from the shops to the bus stop. These measures are
being delivered as part of a wider package of works for the Thornwood Roundabout and National Cycle
Network Route 7 improvements. | look forward to this work being completed and hope that they make it
easier for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike.

| previously reported on flooding at Anniesland Cross, particularly at the pedestrian crossing adjacent to
Domino’s Pizza. | brought this to the Council’s attention and was told that arrangements were made for
the gullies to be cleaned and tested. Despite this the problem remains. The Council has now advised of
further action to both clean the drains and investigate other drainage improvements that might be
required to resolve the issue. | will continue to montior this situation and take further action as necessary.
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have written to the Chief Executive of Glasgow City Council
stating my objections to the proposails. | know that residents have
expressed their opinion via the formal consultation and | hope
that the Council listens to and acts on the views of local people.
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code to Have Your Say:

Early Day Motions in Parliament are a great way for MPs to highlight R 1 Eapeaso Bor

important work or significant achievements by groups,
organisations, and individuals in the local area. | was delighted to
have been able to submit a number of motions in January
recognising some fantastic achievements across the constituency
- from celebrating the successes of three local schools, to
promoting the Drumchapel Way woodland walk, and
congratulating a small local business for their charity fundraising.

That thiz House congratulates the team ot Movar Drive Espresso Bar for
raising £3,000 for Glasgow Children's Hospital Charity; recognises that
the coffee shop InHyndIund,Glu:gnmet,ap-mdhr a few hours on
Christmas Day, and instead of taking payments for purchases, asked
customers to make a donation to the charity; understands that owners:
Nicole and Chris had done similar in 2024 for the same cause, raising
£2,000; commends Energy=-ic, located above the coffes shop, for
generously offering to match the donations this year, taking the total
raised to animpressive £6,000; notes the important work of Glasgow
Children's Hospital Charity, which fundraises for life-changing
research, equipment and support services for Scotlonds lorgest
children’s hospital; thanks the whole team ot Novar Drive Espresso Bar
for giving up their time on Christmas Day to help raise money for this
worthwhile couse and simultansously providing a welcoming
envirenment for those whoe may not have had friends and family with
them on Christmas Day or who needed an escape from the chaos fora
few hours; and acknowledges the generosity of all those from the local
Hyndland community and beyond who stopped by the coffes shop on
Chrigtmas Day and made a donation.

You can read all my Early Day
Motions on the Parliament
website.

Knightswood Secondary School's Advanced
Higher uptake

That this House congratulates Knightswood Secondary School for

Curriculum for Excellence top parl'orming inereasing the number of pupils studying fer Advancad Higher

primary schools in Scotland

That this House commends Scotstoun Primary School and
Hyndland Primary School in Glasgow West on being ranked in the
top twenty-five performing primary schools in Scotland;
understands that primary schools in Scotland have been ranked
based on the most recent Achievement in Curriculum for
Excellence data, highlighting the primary schools that have
consistently recorded high levels of student achievement;
recognises that the schools were ranked on four key areas -
reading, writing, numeracy, and listening and talking - and given
a score out of four hundred based on the pupils performance in
each area; notes that theze schools were two of three from
Glasgow that featured in the top twenty-five across the whole of
Scotland, with Scotstoun Primary School ranked eighth and
Hyndland Primary School ranked twentieth; congratulates all the
staff, pupils and the whole school communities of Scotstoun and
Hyndland Primary Schools on this impressive achievement, which
recognises their hard work, dedication, and academic
achievements; and wishes both schools continued success in the
future.

Patricia Ferguson MP
Puttting Glasgow West first

qualifications by more than B0 per cent; recognises that the
number of young peeple studying at least one Advanced Higher
has risen to 55, compared to 34 and 23 three in the previous two
years; further recognises that the number of pupils studying two
Advanced Highers rose to 22 from 13 last year, and the number
undertaking three now sits at seven compared to only twe the
previsus year; commends the hard work of the 12 puplls at
Knightswood whe achieved A grades in their Advanced Highers,
double the number of pupils whe achieved this resultin 2023;
notes the importance of Advanced Highers in aiding school
leavers when taking thelr next steps into higher education and
employment, giving them the confidence to apply for more
competitive courses and jobs and teaching yeung people
independent study skills critical for future study and work; and
wishes this year's Advanced Higher cohort success in their
studies.

= patricia.ferguson.mp@parliament.uk

The Drumchapel Way

That this House acknowledges the importance of the Drumchapel Way,
@ woodland wallkoway in Glasgow West constituency; understands that
the wallway, reughly 4.8 miles lang, provides locals and visitors with a
sconie and tranguil escaps inte nature on the edge of the City;
recognises that the walkway passes through Garscadden Woods as wall
a3 near Castle Hill, the site of an ancient Reman fort, with beautiful views
across Glasgow, as well as allowing visiters to experience a variety of
animals and wildlife, such as horses and deer; notes that the walkway is
also part of the route for Drumchapel Park Run, allowing runners the
chance to get out of the city and run in awilder, greener terrain;
congratulates Glasgow Times journalist Stewart Paterson an walking
the Drumchapel Way and writing an article in the newspaper about his
experience, helping to raise awareness of this valuable rural space
within the City; highlights the work of Romblers Scotland who are
recruiting Poth Checker volunteers to monitor conditions onthe
walkway, suggest future improvements, and help to tackle issues of
littering and fly tipping; and encourages locals and visitors to Glasgow
to get cutdoors and enjoy the beautiful scenery the Drumchapel Wey
has to offer.

Q, 0141370 2324
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Parliamentary Update

The six infection-linked deaths at the Queen Elizabeth University Hospital in
Glasgow are a tragedy. It is essential that the ongoing public inquiry into this
matter has all the information it needs to get to the truth of what went wrong.
That must include hearing from the people who were at the top of the Scottish
Government when the hospital opened in 2015.

| took the opportunity of raising this matter with the Deputy Prime Minister in
the Commons chamber saying “At a time when the Government are
promoting a duty of candour to ensure that all public servants, including

1 : Ministers, have a legal duty to act with transparency and frankness, and
when the Scottish Government have indicated that they hope that that legislation will apply in Scotland
too, does the Deputy Prime Minister support calls for the current First Minister, a former First Minister and
a former Health Minister to appear before the inquiry into the deaths of adults and children as a result
of contaminated water at the Queen Elizabeth university hospital in Glasgow, a scandal widely thought
to be the worst since devolution began?” You can listen to my question and hear the Deputy Prime
Minister's response on my website.

During January a number of significant issues were discussed in
Parliament and | was pleased to speak up on behalf of constituents.
Following the US air strikes in Venezuela and the capture of President
Maduro, | spoke in the Commons about the importance of upholding
international law. | highlighted the desperate humanitarian situation in
Gaza and called for action to encourage the Israeli government to lift its
ban on dozens of respected international aid agencies, and to open the
Rafah crossing. | welcomed the Government’s announcement of £60.9m
funding for projects across Glasgow, supporting jobs and prosperity. |
highlighted deficiencies at the DVLA which has led to constituents
experiencing delays when trying to renew their driving license. | spoke up
on behalf of WASPI women, expressing my disappointment about the Government’s decision not to pay
compensation to them, as recommended by the Ombudsman. And, following contact from a significant
number of constituents experiencing issues accessing their Civil Service Pension, | wrote to the UK
Government Minister demanding action to improve the administration of the scheme. Find out more
about my parliamentary contributions on my website at https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/

The Scottish Affairs Committee, which | Chair, continued its inquiry into the future of Scotland’s high streets,
with an evidence session on what a thriving high street might look like today. The Committee has received
over 400 responses to its public survey, allowing local people to have their say on this important issue. The
Committee also visited the BAE Shipbuilding Academy in Scotstoun, meeting apprentices who are learning
the skills needed to build the naval ships of the future, including the Norwegian frigates which will secure jobs
in Glasgow West and beyond through the 2030s. You can find out more about the Committee’s work and
sign up to the Committee’s newsletter on the SAC website.

This is just a snapshot of my recent work. Regular updates are shared
viad my social media channels -

x @PJFergusoni8 f Patricia Ferguson for Glasgow West patriciafergusonmp

| produce a regular newsletter update and if you would like to receive
this directly into your inbox you can email
patricia.ferguson.mp@parliament.uk
to be added to the mailing list
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