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Welcome to my November newsletter. A couple of issues dominated my inbox
during the month with a large number of constituents contacting me about fireworks
and the Autumn Budget - more below on both of these issues. Meanwhile housing
enquiries and home office matters continue to generate the largest number of
individual casework enquiries. Many constituents also contacted me about difficulties
booking drive test appointments - | made representations to the government on this
issue and | am pleased that they announced measures to improve the situation.

Constituency Update

In early November people across the UK came together to mark
Remembrance Day, honouring armed forces members who have died in
 the line of duty. | was pleased to be able to join veterans at the
ol Knightswood Cross memorial for a service to honour those who gave
their lives for our freedom. It was a moving reminder of
heir courage and sacrifice and we will never forget. | laid
wreath on behalf of the communities of Glasgow West.

E Who attended and took part in the memorial.
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| also had the opportunity of placing a Remembrance tribute in the ﬂ' : " -
House of Commons Garden of Remembrance. The garden allows ‘
MPs and representatives to place a tribute, on behalf of those we
represent, recognising the sacrifices made in conflict. The garden
contained Remembrance stakes representing constituencies in the
UK, the countries of the Commonwealth, and the British Overseas
Territories.

With Bonfire night at the start of November | was contacted by many constituents

concerned about the use of fireworks in our communities, particularly in relation to

the impact they have on animals and vulnerable people. The UK Government ran a

public campaign on firework safety and UK Government Ministers are examining

o bas y X - | details of existing legislation around product safety and the sale of fireworks to

T ‘ W, ! decide if and where policy changes may be needed. | believe that the time has
come to consider legislating that fireworks must be silent and that only organised
displays are permitted. | met with the Fireworks Impact Coalition to discuss this and
hear directly how we can make celebrations safer for everyone.

Serving the communities of Anniesland, Blairdardie, Broomhill, Claythorn, Dowanhill, Drumchapel,
High Knightswood, Hyndland, Jordanhill, Knightswood,
Old Drumchapel, Partick, Scotstoun, Scotstounhill, Temple, Thornwood, Whiteinch & Yoker



recognise and celebrate the contribution that men and boys make to society. It
was also a chance to make a positive difference to the wellbeing and lives of

¥ men and boys by raising awareness of important issues such as men'’s health
and male suicide. | was delighted to be able to visit Drumchapel-based Men
Matter Scotland to meet the team and
learn more about their work.

Men Matter Scotland

Men Matter provides a positive support network for men across
Scotland. The organisation aims to improve men'’s quality of life and
supports men with a range of mental health challenges, facilitating
activities which support positive mental, physical and emotional
health. Recently, local man lan Sproull raised over £1,000 for the
charity by completing ten marathons in ten days, a feat achieved
by less than one hundred people. | was pleased to recognise lan’s
and Men Matter’s achievements in Parliament, tabling a motion and Patricii FeciudlomMP
speaking in the House of Commons about their great work. o an g et {151

| have reported in previous newsletters on plans
to regenerate Drumchapel’s local town centre,
which has received £14.98m of funding from the
UK Government. | was pleased to be able to visit
Drumchapel Library to take at look at more
detailed information on the proposals for the
investment in the area.

The regeneration project will include improvements to the road
layout, pavements and pedestrian crossings which will make it
easier for people in Drumchapel to get around. Garscadden House is
set to become a community hub with a new library and community
space, public square and landscaping. Relocating the library will
free up land for new housing, with plans for new affordable homes,
including for larger families. The regeneration will start early next
year with the refurbishment of the Pavilion in Drumchapel Park, from |
which two local organisations, Drumhub and Drumchapel Cycle
Hub, will run a community café and bicycle workshop. There will also
be bicycle training on new cycle paths to be created on the disused
bowling greens and improvements to the children’s play area.

Information on the project will be on display in Drumchapel Library until Monday 15 December 2025, with
a questionnaire available to let you have your say. You can also go online at the Council website to see
the proposals and complete an online questionnaire.

With Christmas just around the corner | invited pupils at secondary
schools across the constituency to take part in a competition to
design an e-Christmas card that | will email out to hundreds of
local residents, groups and organisations across the communities
of Glasgow West.

I'm delighted that many entries were received, with a winner from
each of the participating schools, as well as an overall competition
winner, being chosen by Joyce Bell of the G15 Youth Project. Thank
you to everyone involved in the competition and | look forward to
revealing the winning design in my December newsletter.

@ www.patriciafergusonmp.uk



https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/23ec0dbdc14f41a0aa1c31d252482c88

Respondents to my Local Transport Survey continue to highlight the challenges faced by residents
trying to adopt an active travel approach, particularly walking and cycling. Far too many of our
communities continue to be blighted by poor footpaths and flooded roads, which make it challenging
for pedestrians and cyclists.

In November | was alerted by a number of constituents to flooding at Anniesland Cross, particularly at
the pedestrian crossing adjacent to Domino’s Pizza. | brought this to the Council’s attention and was
informed that following an onsite risk assessment it was determined that there are several blocked
gullies at this location. The Council advised that arrangements were made for the gullies to be cleaned
and tested. It was anticipated that these works would be completed by the end of November 2025. |
very much hope that this action resolves the flooding issue and | will keep an eye on this going forward.

I know that there are many other locations across the constituency that have similar issues, making it
difficult for residents to get about, and | will continue to report these as they come to my attention.
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UK Parliament Week (UKPW) took place from the 24" to 30" November, and | am delighted that schools
and youth organisations from across the constituency signed up to take part. UKPW is a great
opportunity for young people to find out more about Parliament, discover what it does, how they can get
involved, and learn more about the work of an MP. | was pleased to have the opportunity of visiting two
schools that were taking part in the week. - :

First up at the start of UKPW was Notre Dame High
School, where | enjoyed chatting with S2 pupils. We
had a lively discussion about the work of Parliament,
and both local and national issues. The visit
concluded with a question and answer session with
lots of interesting, and some challenging, questions
from the pupils.

On the 28™ November | visited Knightswood Primary School and had a
lovely time meeting with seven primary classes from P5 to P7. | enjoyed
chatting with the pupils about my work as a local MP, and explained some
of how Parliament works including how MPs have to ‘bob’ to catch the

€ Speaker’'s eye when they want to ask a question in the House of Commons.
| | ended each session with a Q&A, and instead of asking the pupils to put
their hand up to ask me a question | encouraged them to ‘bob’. It's fair to
say there was a lot of impressive bobbing, and some very interesting

E: § questions!

I think it's very important to encourage young people to find out more about how Parliament works and
what MPs do and am always pleased to visit local schools at any time of the year, not just during
Parliament Week.

= patricia.ferguson.mp@parliament.uk Q, 0141370 2324
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Parliamentary Update

No child should grow up in poverty and | have long campaigned for the
abolition of the two-child cap. Prior to the Autumn Budget, delivered at the
end of November, | signed a letter to the Chancellor, together with over 100
other MPs, calling for the alleviation of child poverty, funded through a
targeted levy on online gambling. Additionally, many constituents contacted
me in advance of the budget calling for this action. | am very pleased that in
the budget the Chancellor announced the abolition of the cap. It is estimated
that in Glasgow West this could benefit around 2,290 children living in
households affected by the policy, reducing relative child poverty across
Scotland by 95,000 and across the UK by 450,000 by the end of the decade.

Constituents also contacted me before the budget regarding cost of
living pressures, and again this is something | made representations to
Ministerial colleagues about in advance of the budget. | was pleased
that steps were taken to ease these pressures with the Warm Home
Discount expanded, providing an additional £150 off energy bills to
eligible households; the removal of some levies from energy bills saving
households around £150 on average energy bills from April 2026; and,
increases to the national minimum wage, the living wage and a 4.8%

p.u uuu

increase to the state pension. mws
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It is almost four years since Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022. It is I,,!ﬂp,ﬁ%?nwmm

encouraging that peace talks are ongoing but it is essential that any :
peace deal is just and lasting and respects the sovereignty of Ukraine. There are a number of concerns

around the Trump plan, one of which is the suggestion that “all parties involved in the conflict will receive
full amnesty for their actions during the war”. | asked the Prime Minister about this in the House of
Commons highlighting that Russia’s actions have included the kidnapping of Ukrainian children - a
heinous act and a war crime in and of itself. | am pleased that the PM agreed with me that there should
be no amnesty for Putin and others for their illegal acts.

| also spoke in the Chamber about the worsening & extremely concerning situation in Sudan and took
the opportunlty to ask the Minister about the steps being taken to get aid into the country. Clips of my
- contributions are on my website at https://patriciafergusonmp.uk/

The Scottish Affairs Committee, which | Chair, has launched an inquiry into the
future of Scotland’s high streets. This inquiry will engage with local communities
and other stakeholders to explore what a positive vision for the future of Scottish
high streets and town centres might look like, and to examine what role
. government might play in making this vision a reality. The Committee wants to

Futrlcuu Fcrguson MP, ol i
ommittee Choir R hear from people across Scotland and has launched a short online survey to let

- BN \ou have your say about your high street. You can find out more about the
Committee’s work and sign up to the Committee’s newsletter on the SAC website.

This is just a snapshot of my recent work. Regular updates are shared
viad my social media channels -

x @PJFergusoni8 f Patricia Ferguson for Glasgow West patriciafergusonmp

| produce a regular newsletter update and if you would like to receive
this directly into your inbox you can email
patricia.ferguson.mp@parliament.uk
to be added to the mailing list
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https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/136/scottish-affairs-committee/

